
Ways  o f  S e e ing ;  A  Celebrat ion

Like  many  o f  you  r e ad i ng  t h i s  now,  I ’v e  a lway s  en j oyed  l ook ing  a t  t h i s  image .

No t  s o  much  fo r  t h e  p e r son  a t  i t s  h e a r t , 

f i xed  on  t h e i r  kn e e s  i n  a  d e f i an t  momen t  o f  t r i umph . . .

. . . bu t  fo r  t h e  p eop l e  i n  t h e  b a ckg round ,  i n  t h e  s t and s ,  l ook ing  down .

T he i r  f u r y,  c on fu s i on  &  awe 

immor t a l i s ed  &  f roz en  i n  a l l  i t s  awkwa rd  g l o r y,  fo reve r .

( 14 ) .

~  we  know  a l l  a bou t  t h a t  po s e  ~

by Billy Howard Price
I t ’s  r a r e  t h a t  ou r  a t t en t i on  wave r s  s o  t o t a l ly  away  f rom  th e  c en t r a l  f i g u re  o f  an  image , 

bu t  maybe  t h a t ’s  wha t ’s  s o  powe r f u l  a bou t  t h i s  on e .

We  a re  h e l p ed  i n  t h i s  v i s u a l  g ymna s t i c  by  an  i n ch  p e r fe c t ,  p r e c i s i on  a s s i s t  f rom  th e 

pho tog r aphe r .  Sp e c i f i c a l ly  t h e i r  i n s t i n c t iv e  d e c i s i on  t o  gen t ly  pu l l  fo cu s  f rom

the  fo re g round ,

t o

th e  b a ckg round .

I n  on e  p l ay f u l  f l i ck  o f  t h e i r  w r i s t , a  p rove rb i a l         o f  t h e  s hou ld e r ,

t h e y  gen t ly  s h i f t  a t t en t i on  f rom  th e  man  a t  t h e  c en t r e  o f  t h i s  image . . .

pu l l  fo cu s  f rom

From c au s e ,  t o  e f f e c t .

Ti l t i n g  ou r  e ye s  ou t  &  a c ro s s
up,

t owa rd s  t h e  d e p th s  o f  t h i s  gen e rou s  t ab l e au  and  a  wo r l d  p re gnan t  w i t h  po s s i b i l i t i e s .

L i ke  how  T h i e r r y  wou ld  open  up  h i s  body  a s  h e

cu t  i n s i d e  f rom  th e  l e f t

t o  t h e  p eop l e  i n  t h e  d i s t an c e .

d rop
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Look  l ong  enough  a t  t h e  d e p th s  o f  t h i s  image  &  some th ing  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t a r t s  t o  h appen .

and  t h e  cou r s e  o f  

and  t h e  con f i d en c e  l eve l s  &  c r ed i b i l i t y  o f  i nnume r abl e  go a l ke e p e r s , 

t h e  game ,

d e fende r s ,

a n d  oppo s i t i on  f an s

wou ld  s udden ly open  up

a l ong  w i t h  i t .

o u r  s e a son

Re shap ing  t h e  way  we  l ooked  a t  t h i ng s

and  t h e  way  t h e y  l ooked  a t  u s .

We  s e e  t h e  u su a l  s p a sms  o f

f u r y & r age ;

f a c e s  con to r t ed  and  ch ewed  up  i n  p a i n fu l  p a roxy sms

two  f i n ge r s  h e l d  a l o f t

o r  e l s e  b e ckon ing  T h i e r r y  fo rwa rd s

o f fe r i n g  h im  ou t  t o  f i gh t .

We  s e e  m idd l e  f i n ge r s  r a i s ed  up

And  i nd ex  f i n ge r s ,

p
o

in
ted

 d
ow

n
.

a  d ay,

you r  even i ng ,



T he re  a r e  d e sponden t  f a c e s ,

And  va c an t  f a c e s ,  s t a r i n g  l i s t l e s s ly  o f f

i n to  sp a c e

p ehap s  g l imps i ng  fo r  a  s e cond  t h e  gap ing  aby s s  b e twe en  t h e  two  t e ams  on  t h e  f i e l d .

T he re ’s  b e l l i g e r en c e ,

b i l e

and  b l u s t e r .

T he re ’s  Bu rb e r r y  c ap s  on  s h aved  h e ad s .

Vi ew ing  t h i s  pho tog r aph  c an  b e come  no t  un l i ke  t h e  a c t i on  o f  s c ann ing  t h e  

p a ge s  o f  a  W he re ’s  Wa l ly  book

o r

s t udy i ng  t h e  my r i ad  d e t a i l s  o f  a  n i gh tma r i s h  H i e ronymus  Bo s ch  t ab l e au .

T h i e r r y ’ s  G a rd e n  o f  E a r t h l y  D e l i g h t s

Bu t  l ook  c l o s e r  s t i l l

c r u sh ed & de f l a t ed

and  we  s e e  s ome th i ng

more  s u r p r i s i n g  a t  p l ay.



Bec au s e  t h e re ,  s p re ad  am id s t  t h e  ange r  and  t h e  h a t r ed  o f  t h e  ma s s  o f  f u r i ou s  away  f an s ,

on e  c anno t  f a i l  t o  s e e  s h i n i ng  c l e a r  i n s t an c e s ,

h e r e  &  t h e re ,

o f  awe , adm i r a t i on

and

(wh i sp e r  i t )

p l e a s u re .

T h e y ’ r e  e n j o y i n g  i t .

Like  t h e  ghou l i s h  f i gu re s  t h a t  l i e  p ro s t a t e  a t op  one  ano th e r

i n  an  i n fe r n a l  Bo s ch  p a i n t i n g ,

o r  t h e  ma s s e s  o f  t h e  Damned

shown  i n  t h e  image s  Bo t t i c e l l i  d r ew  o f  t h e  N in e  C i rc l e s  o f  He l l ,

many  o f  t h e s e  ch a r a c t e r s  s e em  to  b e  t a k i ng  d i s t i n c t  p l e a s u re

i n  t h e  p a i n  b e i ng  i n f l i c t ed  upon  t h em .

Enme sh ed  i n  t h i s  f i e r y  d i o r ama ,  t h e y  a r e  r eve l l i n g  i n  t h e i r  t o r men t

and  i ndu l g i ng  g re ed i ly  i n  t h e i r  own  t o r t u re .

{ sn ap}

We  s e e  i t  w r i t  a c ro s s  t h e i r  a ngu i s h ed  f a c e s  and  i n  t h e  fo r m  &  sh ape  o f  t h e i r  s t r ange  w r a th ;

an  unavo id abl e  ado r a t i on  fo r  t h e  s ubl ime  powe r  o f  t h e  s p e c t a c l e  t h a t  j u s t  un fo ld ed 

b e fo re  t h em .



We s e e  mach i smo  p e ppe red  w i t h  ma soch i sm ;  a  p e r ve r s e  bu t  i n ev i t ab l e  bond .

Od i  e t  am o ;  I  h a t e  and  I  l ove .

And ,  maybe ,  a t  i t s  c o re ,  t h i s  i s  e s s en t i a l ly  wha t  we  a l l  l ove  abou t  foo tb a l l .

T he  f l i pp an t  f i ck l en e s s  w i t h  wh i ch  ou r  s i n gu l a r  and  co l l e c t iv e  hope s ,  p a s s i on s  and 

i d e a l s  c an  b e  d e s t royed  b e fo re  ou r  e ye s ,

i n  an  i n s t an t

by  t h e  d rop  o f  a  s hou ld e r ,

A  gen t l e  fo cu s  pu l l  r eve a l i n g  t h a t  ou r  p l e a s u re s  and  ou r  p a i n s

&  b eh ind  eve r y  Ga rd en  o f  Ea r t h ly  De l i gh t s ,a r e  n eve r

i s  a  He l l i s h  tw in  mak ing  up  t h e  d i cho tomy.

Or  ano th e r  f a t e  ye t  wo r s e

t o  make  up  an  unho ly  t r i p t ych .  ( i i i )

f a r , a p a r t ,

a  ch ange  o f  p a c e

o r  t h e  t e a s i n g  open ing  o f  t h e  cu r va t u re  o f  a  body.

Pe rh ap s ,  upon  c l o s e r  r e f l e c t i on ,  t h a t  i s  wha t  t h i s  pho tog r aph  shows  u s  mos t  o f  a l l , 

when  we  l ook  c l o s e ly  enough .

Bu t ,  u l t ima t e ly

I  much  p re fe r  t o  r e ad  t h i s  image  a s  a  r e co rd  o f  t h e  momen t

{  one  o f  many  }

th a t  To t t enham fan s  t r u ly  unde r s t ood ,  w i t hou t  any  doub t ,  t h e  e t e r n a l  gu l f  i n  c l a s s 

b e twe en  o u r  c l ub

and  t h e i r s .

Od i  e t  am o ;  I  h a t e  and  I  l ove .

You ’ l l  a lw ay s  b e  s h i t .


